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CHINA–AUSTRALIA TRADE RELATIONS 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.56 pm]: I am sure that everyone read the headlines today about 
China following through with its threat to impose an 80 per cent tariff on Australian barley exports. Barley is used 
for brewing and cattle fodder. This is devastating news for our Australian grain industry and regional economies. 
It is estimated that it will cost the country around $500 million annually, and there are not many alternative markets. 
We could possibly sell to Saudi Arabia, but that would be at a heavily discounted price. Our farmers and grain growers 
will be badly affected; however, I believe that if we can find millions of dollars to assist with the COVID-19 
pandemic, I am sure that we can find some dollars to ease the financial burden on our farmers and our grain growers 
while we develop new markets elsewhere. 
This tariff is in addition to the blacklisting of four Australian red meat processors—three in Queensland and one in 
New South Wales. Why is China doing this? It is because China can do it. We have never stood up to China in the past, 
and that is why it will keep on doing it. Last month, China’s ambassador to Australia threatened a backlash if we pursued 
an investigation into the handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. This pandemic has infected millions of people, killed 
hundreds of thousands and changed our lives forever. These bully boys have not been happy with us since we canned 
plans to move the 5G network into Australia on the advice of our own intelligence agencies. At the same time, the 
McGowan government was quite happy to allow Huawei to have complete access to our public transport network. 
China did not like it when we called out human rights abuses of Uighur Muslims, Falun Gong and west Tibetans. We 
also criticised China’s ignorance of international law when it came to the South China Sea and its attempt to gain 
influence in the Pacific. We are a country that is proud to call out bad behaviour. We need a government that will reflect 
this and stand strong. Unfortunately, our state government, rather than take a side, is sitting on the fence just like 
a coward. Instead of supporting our federal government, our Premier offered a special envoy to repair the relationship. 
Our Premier would rather share a Chinese meal with the Chinese Consul General and chant, “Go China! Go Wuhan!” 
It is crystal clear that we cannot trust China. I want to make it perfectly clear that I am not a racist and my member’s 
statement is not bordering on racism. I am attacking the Chinese government, not the downtrodden Chinese people. 
Australians do not tolerate bullies. Sometimes we have to put up our fists and defend ourselves. A strong defence 
usually puts bullies in their place. Unfortunately, we have a cowardly state government. Pauline Hanson’s One Nation 
has warned us for more than two decades not to trust the Chinese government in any way at all. She was right. 

Statement 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [10.00 pm]: I feel the need to stand and speak 
in response to that member’s statement. I object to the terminology used by the honourable member to describe 
the McGowan government as cowardly. In fact, the Premier has made a number of points. Firstly, foreign affairs 
is conducted nation to nation, not state of a nation to nation. The responsibility for resolving disputes with any 
government rests government to government—that is, national government to national government. The second 
point that I think needs to be made is that I ask the honourable member to reflect on the trade relationship and what 
it means for jobs in his electorate. Our significant trading partners, one of which is China, contribute a huge number 
of jobs to the Western Australian economy, many of those in the member’s own electorate. I would ask him to 
reflect on that. The third point I would make is that the Premier extended an offer to the Prime Minister to assist. 
Given that international relations are conducted nation to nation, that the Premier offered to assist the Prime Minister 
to resolve this situation shows that the Premier was trying to do what he could to assist in bringing this matter to 
a satisfactory conclusion. The Premier has put on the record at least three times that I am aware of, including today 
in an answer that I gave on his behalf, that, of course, there needs to be an examination of what led to the coronavirus 
in the first place. He said that. People need to take a deep breath when they talk about our relationship with our 
trading partners to think about the 70 000 or so Western Australians who have lost their jobs and whether they 
want to speak in a way that is, perhaps, reckless and puts more jobs at risk. 
 


	CHINA–AUSTRALIA TRADE RELATIONS
	Statement
	Statement


